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CCC=X LA A,

JNaz=Jesus of Nazareth

CATH= Catholic for a Reason-Scripture/Family
CSB =Ignatius Catholic Study Bible
SN = Special notes, LF=Francis, Lumen Fidei

SUN=R. Sungenis, Not By Faith Alone
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Faith is not a light which scatters all our darkness, but a lamp which
guides our steps in the night and suffices for the journey.
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SPECIAL NOTES

1. “[The Bible’s] inspiration developed and came to completion in the heart of the Israel that
fought, prayed, and suffered untold pain...When she received Israel’s noblest legacy, the
Church obtained not just vegetative sap from the root but also human sap, the lifeblood of
Israel, mingled with her high consciousness of mission and the dark depths of sufferings that
this mission entailed. Ultimately, they are two chambers of the one heart that beat...” (Hans
Urs von Balthasar, Explorations in Theology 11, p.298).

2. “Christ the Lord, high priest taken from among men (cf. Heb. 5:1-5), made the new people ‘a
kingdom of priests to God, his Father’ (Rev 1:6; cf. 5:9-10). The baptized, by regeneration
and the anointing of the Holy Spirit, are consecrated to be a spiritual house and a holy
priesthood... Therefore, all the disciples of Christ, persevering in prayer and praising God (cf.
Acts 2:42-47), should present themselves as a sacrifice, living, holy and pleasing to God (cf.
Rom. 12:1) Though they differ essentially and not only in degree, the common priesthood of
the faithful and the ministerial or hierarchical priesthood are none the less ordered one to
another; each in its own proper way shares in the one priesthood of Christ” (LG 10).

3. “When we lift up our hearts to him, our heart is his altar...We sacrifice blood-stained victims
to him when we fight for truth ‘as far as shedding our blood’ (cf. Heb 12:4). We burn the
sweetest incense for him, when we are in his sight on fire with devout and holy love...We
offer to him, on the altar of the heart, the sacrifice of humility and praise, and the flame on
the altar is the burning fire of charity” (St. Augustine, City of God, X.3.3, p. 375).

4. In discussing Rom 12:1, Pope Benedict X VI says, “One might easily interpret this new
worship in a moralistic sense: in offering our life...man himself would do everything on his
own with his moral strength. And this was certainly not St. Paul’s intention...In communion
with Christ, realized in faith and in the sacraments, despite all our inadequacies we truly
become a living sacrifice...the community celebrating may truly be united with Christ and
transformed...we may become what we cannot be with our own efforts: a ‘rational’ offering
that is acceptable to God” (BXVI, General Audience, Jan 7, 2009).
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