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JNaz=Jesus of Nazareth
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SN = Special notes, LF=Francis, Lumen Fidei
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“’Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of
God?’ (Jn 11:40). Those who believe, see; they see with a light that
illumines their entire journey, for it comes from the risen Christ, the
morning star which never sets” (LF, #1).
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SPECIAL NOTES

1.

“This is an occasion to confirm you in your faith and encourage you in your vocation of
unconditional dedication to the Lord, with ‘the joy of belonging exclusively to God,” since
your entire existence is a solemn response to ‘Follow me’ as a declaration of love” (JPII's
greeting to all the consecrated men and women of the Secular Institutes, April 3, 1987).

According to Paul, three principal characteristics made him a true apostle, setting him on the
same level as the Twelve:

» to have “seen Jesus our Lord” (cf. 1 Cor 9:1)

» “to have been sent” (1 Cor 1:1; 2 Cor 1:1)

» the task of “proclaiming the Gospel”

In Paul’s writings, the term apostle also refers generally to a universal office, directed
toward the whole of humanity and thus toward the whole of the one Church (e.g. 1 Cor
12:28, Rm 16:7).

(Ref: BXVI, General Audience, September 24, 2008; J. Ratzinger, Pilgrim Fellowship of
Faith — The Church as Communion, pp.189-191.)

“The joy we receive from the word of God has its origin in the heart of the Trinitarian life; it
is profound; it is an ineffable gift the world cannot give; it is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, a joy
we want to share” (BXVI, Verbum Domini, n. 64).

“Christian faith, in as much as it proclaims the truth of God’s total love and opens us to the

power of that love, penetrates to the core of our human experience.” “Those who believe, see;
they see with a light that illumines their entire journey.” (LF, 32, 1)
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