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Even death is illumined and can be experienced as the ultimate call
to faith, the ultimate “Go forth from your land” (Gen 12:1), the
ultimate “Come!” spoken by the Father, to whom we abandon
ourselves in the confidence that he will keep us steadfast even in our
final passage.
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SPECIAL NOTES

1. [The Letter to the Romans] is an apostolic action; more, it is a liturgical event. This is
because it helps the world of the pagans to change so as to be a renewal of mankind and, as
such, a cosmic liturgy in which mankind shall become adoration, become the radiance of the
glory of God...If, in the Letter to the Philippians, we found martyrdom being presented as a
liturgical event, associated with the theology of the Cross and with Eucharistic theology; if,
in Romans 12, the same was being said to us about the Christian life as such; now it is the
specifically apostolic service of preaching the faith that appears as a priestly activity, as
actually performing the new liturgy...[Paul’s mission] is more than [morality and rational
considerations]: that it has a sacramental basis, that it involves being united in concrete sense
with the Body of Christ...A Christian life that did not involve being drawn into the Pascha of
the Lord, that was not itself becoming a Eucharist, would remain locked in the moralism of
our activity and would thus again fail to live up to the new liturgy that has been founded by
the Cross (J. Ratzinger on Rom 15:16, Pilgrim Fellowship of Faith — The Church as
Communion, pp.119-120.)

2. “[There] is ultimately only one Church of Christ, which does of course in concrete terms
exist in many particular Churches, and yet these are in fact particular churches, part Churches,
of the one Church” (Pilgrim, p. 237).

“The distinction between subsistit and est does, however, imply the drama of the schism of
the Church: although the Church is only one, and does really exists, there is being that is
derived from the being of the Church, an ecclesiastical entity, even outside the one
Church...the continuing existence of a concrete ecclesiastical entity outside of the one active
agent is the contradictory element of human sin, the contradictory element of schism”
(Pilgrim, p. 148).
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