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HO = Special handout
SK = 0B a4

PFE = Paul for Everyone 2 Corinthians
NJBC = New Jerome Biblical Commentary
CSB =lIgnatius Catholic Study Bible
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(“The Fool’s Speech”
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e “If acts are intrinsically evil, a good intention or particular circumstances can diminish their
evil, but they cannot remove it” (JPII, The Splendour of Truth, 81).
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“The better you dispose thyself for suffering, the more wisely do you act, and the more do you
merit; and you will bear it more easily if both in mind and by habit you are diligently prepared
thereto...He is not a truly patient man who will suffer nothing, only so much as he shall think fit,
and from whom he pleases...But how much soever and how often soever any adversity happen
to him from any creature, he takes it all equally with thanksgiving as from the hand of God, and
esteems it a great gain. For with God not anything, how trifling soever, suffered for God’s sake,
shall go unrewarded” (Thomas A. Kempis, The Imitation of Christ, 111.19.2).

Ours is “a cultural climate which fails to perceive any meaning or value in suffering, but rather
considers suffering the epitome of evil, to be eliminated at all costs. This is especially the case in
the absence of a religious outlook which could help to provide a positive understanding of the
mystery of suffering” (JPII, Gospel of Life, 15).
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