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LG = Lumen gentium

SN = Special notes

NJBC = New Jerome Biblical Commentary
CCC = Catechism of the Catholic Church

DV = Dei verbum, GS = Gaudium et Spes

SK = Sze Go Chinese Bible
NAB = New American Bible
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1.

“The ascent to God occurs precisely in the descent of humble service, in the descent of love,
for love is God’s essence...In Jesus Christ, God has revealed himself in his descending...We
ascend to God by accompanying him on this descending path” (BX VI, Jesus of Nazareth II,
p.95).

“[St. Gregory Nazianzen] says that at the very moment when the Magi, guided by the star,
adored Christ the new king, astrology came to an end, because the stars were now moving in
the orbit determined by Christ...It is not the laws of matter and of evolution that have the
final say, but reason, will, love — a Person” (BXVI, On Christian Hope, 5).

“Christianity does not reject matter...God saw everything that he had made and it was very
good (Genesis 1:31)....[Creation or Matter] is redeemed in the incarnation and becomes fully
‘theophoric’, i.e. capable of putting us in touch with the Father...The human body is a temple
of the Spirit and is united with Jesus, who himself took a body for the world’s
salvation...The Liturgy reveals that the body, through the mystery of the Cross, is in the
process of transfiguration, pneumatization:[Jesus’ transfiguration]” (JPII, Churches of the
East, #11.).

“Once again it is St. Augustine who admirably sums up this Pauline dialetic of law and grace:
‘The law was given that grace might be sought ; and grace was given, that the law might be
fulfilled’... What [love and life] demand is beyond man’s abilities. They are possible only as
the result of a gift of God who heals, restores and transforms the human heart by his
grace...The promise of eternal life is thus linked to the gift of grace, and the gift of the Spirit
which we have received is even now the ‘guarantee of our inheritance’ (Eph 1:14)” (JPII,
Splendor of Truth, #23).

“We are ‘recreated’ in the mystery of redemption. If we really wish to understand ourselves,
we must appropriate and assimilate the whole of the reality of the incarnation and redemption
and draw near to Christ. This process will lead not only to the adoration of God, but also to
deep wonder at ourselves” (JPII, Redeemer of Humankind, #10).
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