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SPECIAL HANDOUT
ST DYHET: FA5 E M

1. “In the beginning” = name of Genesis = “Be-resheeth” (HB). Meanings: chronologically first
or first in significance (the title of first born) (S. Hahn CDs on Genesis, Study Guide, p.1).

2. “Itis God’s love that speaks to me in the birds and streams; but also behind the clamor of the
city God speaks to me in His judgments...Contemplation is life itself, fully awake, fully
active, fully aware that it is alive. It is spiritual wonder. It is spontaneous awe at the
sacredness of life, of being. It is a vivid realization of the fact that life and being in us
proceed from an invisible, transcendent, and infinitely abundant Source. Contemplation is,
above all, awareness of the reality of that Source. It knows the Source, obscurely,
inexplicably, but with a certitude that goes both beyond reason and beyond simple faith” (C.
Bochen, Thomas Merton Essential Writings, pp. 58-59).
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4. “At Easter the Holy Spirit is revealed in a new way when Jesus says to the apostles: ‘Receive
the Holy Spirit.” He is now revealed as the one who is to continue the salvific work rooted in
the sacrifice of the Cross. This work is entrusted to the apostles, to the Church; but the Holy
Spirit remains the agent of the accomplishment of this work.” (JPII, Lord and Giver of Life,
n.42)

5. “The Church started...with ‘Abel the just...” (LG n.2). Yet the event of Pentecost as narrated
by Luke (Acts 2:1-42) has generally become a symbol of the Spirit’s active presence in the
Church. ‘The era of the Church began with the coming, that is to say with the descent of the
Holy Spirit on the Apostles gathered in the Upper Room in Jerusalem together with Mary,
the Lord’s Mother’ (JPII, Lord and Giver of Life, n.25). At Pentecost, the church was
‘publicly manifested to the multitude’ (AG, n.4).” (G. Tavard, The Church, Community of
Salvation, p. 49).

6. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit consists in the refusal to accept the salvation that God
offers through the Holy Spirit. Such a refusal excludes the elements through which the
forgiveness of sin takes place. Rejecting ‘the convincing concerning sin,” one also rejects the
‘coming of the Holy Spirit’ together with the power of Christ’s cross. The ‘nonforgiveness’
Jesus speaks about is linked to the radical refusal to be converted” (JPII, Lord and Giver of
Life, n.46).

7. Filioque — The Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father and the Son. Concept began in
Spain in 6™ C. Officially adopted in 11" C. Schism — 1054.
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