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HO = Special handout

TGQ = Tim Gray Study Set Questions

TGR = Time Gray Study Set Responses
TGCD = Tim Gray CD Set

NJBC = New Jerome Biblical Commentary
FATHER =A Father who Keeps His Promises

SK = Sze Go Chinese Bible
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"The voice of your brother's blood is crying to me from the ground” (Gen 4:10). It is not only
the voice of the blood of Abel, the first innocent man to be murdered, which cries to God, the
source and defender of life. The blood of every other human being who has been killed since
Abel is also a voice raised to the Lord. In an absolutely singular way, as the author of the
Letter to the Hebrews reminds us, the voice of the blood of Christ, of whom Abel in his
innocence is a prophetic figure, cries out to God: "You have come to Mount Zion and to the
city of the living God ... to the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that
speaks more graciously than the blood of Abel™" (12:22, 24).

It is the sprinkled blood. A symbol and prophetic sign of it had been the blood of the
sacrifices of the Old Covenant, whereby God expressed his will to communicate his own life
to men, purifying and consecrating them (cf. Ex 24:8; Lev 17:11). Now all of this is fulfilled
and comes true in Christ: his is the sprinkled blood which redeems, purifies and saves; it is
the blood of the Mediator of the New Covenant "poured out for many for the forgiveness of
sins" (Mt 26:28). This blood, which flows from the pierced side of Christ on the Cross (cf. Jn
19:34), "speaks more graciously" than the blood of Abel; indeed, it expresses and requires a
more radical "justice”, and above all it implores mercy, it makes intercession for the brethren
before the Father (cf. Heb 7:25), and it is the source of perfect redemption and the gift of new
life.

(JP1I, Evangelium vitae, 25)
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Source: B. Buby, Mary of Galilee, Vol.l, pp 76-77.
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