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“Mary’s mediation is intimately linked with her motherhood. It
possesses a specifically maternal character, which distinguishes it
from the mediation of the other creatures...the unique mediation of
the Redeemer does not exclude but rather give rise among creatures
to a manifold cooperation which is but a sharing in this unique
source...Since by virtue of divine election Mary is the earthly
Mother of the Son in the work of redemption, she is a mother to us
in the order of grace” (JPII, Redemptoris Mater, 38).
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SPECIAL NOTES

1. Those who are negligent in contemplation, deprive themselves of the vision of God’s light,
then those who let themselves be indiscreetly invaded by worries and allow their thoughts to
be overwhelmed by the tumult of worldly thing condemn themselves to the absolute
impossibility of penetrating the secrets of the invisible God.

Quoting Rabanus Maurus, a Church Father born in about 780, BXVI made the following
comments in the General Audience of June 3, 2009:

“I think Rabanus Maurus is also addressing these words to us today: in periods of work, with
its frenetic pace, and in holiday periods we must reserve moments for God, We must open
our lives to him, addressing to him a thought, a reflection, a brief prayer, and above all we
must not forget Sunday as the Lord’s Day, the day of the Liturgy, in order to perceive God’s
beauty itself in the beauty of our churches, in our sacred music and in the word of God,
letting him enter our being. Only in this way does our life become great, become true life.

(Source: BXVI, The Fathers, vol 11, p.122.)

2. “If any prophet speaks in the Spirit, you shall not try or judge him; for every sin will be
forgiven, but this sin cannot be forgiven” (Didache 11:7).

“[Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit] consists in the refusal to accept the salvation that God
offers through the Holy Spirit. Such a refusal excludes: the elements through which the
forgiveness of sin takes place...One closes oneself up in sin, which means spiritual ruin. In
such a person the action of the Holy Spirit meets an interior resistance - the hardness of
heart” (JPII, Dominum et Vivificantem, 46-47.
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