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NJBC = New Jerome Biblical Commentary
CSB =Ignatius Catholic Study Bible

=B MG = Mary of Galilee
RM = JPII, Redemptoris Mater
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“For when the Church ‘enters more intimately into the supreme
mystery of the Incarnation,” she thinks of the Mother of Christ with
profound reverence and devotion” (JPII, RM 27).
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SPECIAL NOTES

1.

2.

“[Mary], his Mother, is in contact with the truth about her Son only in faith and through faith!
She is therefore blessed, because ‘she has believed,” and continues to believe day after day
amidst all the trials and the adversities of Jesus’ infancy and then during the years of the
hidden life at Nazareth...It is not difficult to see in that beginning a particular heaviness of
heart, linked with a sort of ‘night of faith” — to use the words of St. John of the Cross — a kind
of “veil’ through which one has to draw near to the Invisible One and to live in intimacy with
the mystery. And this is the way that Mary, for many years, lived in intimacy with the
mystery of her Son, and went forward in her ‘pilgrimage of faith’...” (JPII, Redemptoris
Mater, 17).
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