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JNaz=Jesus of Nazareth

SUN=R. Sungenis, Not By Faith Alone
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Something disturbing takes place in [Abraham’s] life: God speaks to

him; He reveals Himself as a God who speaks and calls his
name...Faith is linked to hearing. Abraham does not see God, but
hears his voice...Faith is our response to a word which engages us
personally, to a ‘Thou’ who calls us by name.
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SPECIAL NOTES

1.

“After the Resurrection, Jesus draws the disciples into this dynamic of mission: ‘As the
Father has sent me, even so I send you’ (Jn. 20:21). A defining characteristic of the
community of disciples in every age must be their ‘being sent’ by Jesus. This will always
mean that for them, too, ‘my teaching is not mine’ (Jn. 7:16); the disciples do not proclaim
themselves, but they say what they have heard. They represent Christ, just as Christ
represents the Father...

“In this quality of ‘being sent’, characteristic of Christ’s disciples, and inasmuch as they were
bound to his word and to the power of his Spirit, the early Church was able to recognize the
form of ‘apostolic succession’. The continuation of the mission is ‘sacramental’, that is to say,
it is not self-generating, nor is it something man-made, but it is a matter of being

incorporated into the ‘Word that existed from the beginning’ (cf. 1 Jn 1:1), into the
communion of witnesses called forth by the Spirit” (JNaz II, p.98).

“Here (in our encounter with God’s love) we find the source and inspiration of all our efforts
at evangelization. For if we have received the love which restores meaning to our lives, how

can we fail to share that love with others?”” (Pope Francis, On the Proclamation of the Gospel
in Today’s World, n.8).

“For the Church, the first means of evangelization is the witness of an authentically Christian
life...Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if he does listen
to teachers, it is because they are witnesses” (Paul VI, On Evangelization in the Modern
World, n. 41).
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