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The Church, like every family, passes on to her children the whole
store of her memories. But how does this come about in a way that
nothing is lost?...1t is through the apostolic Tradition preserved in
the Church with the assistance of the Holy Spirit [which] comprises
everything that serves to make the people of God live their lives in
holiness and increase their faith. In this way the Church, in her
doctrine, life and worship, perpetuates and transmits to every
generation all that she herself is, all that she believes.
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SPECIAL NOTES

1. Yet this obedience is independent of the virtue and holiness of the officeholder...in the
priest’s obedience to the bishop...the bishop is being obeyed because locally he represents
the Church as a whole...obeying Christ means obeying his body, obeying him in his body.
On the basis of the Letter to the Philippians, the obedience of Jesus, as a matter of
overcoming Adam’s disobedience, stands in the center of the saving event...Only in that way
can the renunciation of idolizing oneself be given concrete form. Only thus can Adam be
overcome in us. (J. Ratzinger, Pilgrim Fellowship of Faith, pp. 167-8)

2. “In all his trials, faith in God’s Providence and wisdom gave him strength to be patient:
‘When we get to heaven, if we are worthy, we shall enjoy the sight of how all our failures
and disappointments, if borne well, have been for God’s glory and our own salvation.” (Z,
Capuchin, John Henry Newman — His Inner Life, p.179)
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