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=+ "Withregard to its content, apparently ‘profane,’
e the positions have varied. On the one hand its
reading has often been discouraged, and on the
other it has been the source from which the
\greatest mystical writers have drawn” (TOB, May
23, 1984).

"\ *Referring to SS 7: “In this erotic dialogue, the

% lovers discover each other...The erotic poetry of = =
. the Song of Songs is full of sensual references . .
: "-'«' ¢ foods‘and fragrances...” (CW, HS, p. 98)
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‘[The truth about the increasing nearness of the
spouses through love] allows one to discover In

“itsélf'the other as a gift and, in a certain sense,

to ‘taste it in itself (cf. Sg 2:3-6)" (TOB 6/6/84).
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“Their (the Groom and the Bride) spiritual love is

" “integrated with and even rooted in their bodies —

In their sexuality and sensuality...because of the
very nature of sacramental reality, their spiritual
\sensesare in a way accessed and awakened by
"their physical senses...\We must allow our
physical senses to be permeated and penetrated
by the Holy Spirit...Yes, our sense — all of our

W S Selises — were created by God to inspire love!

FhisJsthe very nature of

_.'t'fv_[ g tlonaI/sacramentaI reality” (HS pp.98-€ )
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“Thus St. John speaks of God’s mystery as that

. whieHWe have “heard [with our ears]...seen with

I" .
s

our eyes...and touched with our hands” (1 Jn

1:1)...0ur physical senses, of course, are meant
L0 Serve as a spring board to our splrltual
\senses...The very physical and sensual poetry
of the Song Is meant to catapult us into deep

L spiritual intimacy with the mystery of Christ” (HS
L p.100).
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““Eftering the mystical marriage is a matter of
‘proceeding from the visible to the invisible, from
the sign to the thing signified, from the
Wwsacraments’ to the ‘mysteries™ (CCC 1075).
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. * “A woman can only open her ‘closed garden’
y i (804:12) to her lover and remain inviolate if
she is assured that he Is ready and willing to

commit his entire life to her...that he has set

her as a seal upon his heart...that his love will

be strong as death...that the ‘fire’ of the man’s
% .\ desire is one of sincere love, not lust” (HS,
G .p102)
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* “It |sdn.this closure [this exclusive, life-long

- commitment] that the visible sign of the
saerament matures...[This sign is] born of the
‘language of the body’, reread to the end in the
truth of their spousal love” (TOB 6/27/84).

* For Christ committed himself to his bride “to the
end” (Jn 13:1).
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“Contrary to the modern world’s treatment of it,
— sex IS not a light matter. It is not
entertainment...the union of husband and wife ‘is
placed at the center of the great struggle
petween good and evil, between life and death,

. between love and all that is opposed to love’
(JPII, Letter to Families, 23)" (HS, p.141).
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“We see this vividly in the case of Tobias and
— Sarah. From the first moment of their marriage,
their love had to face the test of life-or-death.
‘The words about love strong as death, spoken
Wby the spouses of the Song of Songs...here take
L on the character of a real test’ (TOB 114:6)" (HS
p.142).
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= “Ifi$ not possible to reread [SS] except along the

lines of what is written in the first chapters of
Genesis, as a testimony of the beginning — that

A beginning which Christ referred to in his decisive

.b' :
o

%
% expressmn IS already found In Genesis 2:23- 25

conversation with the Pharisees (cf. Mt
19:4)...The SS demonstrates the richness of this
language (the language of the body), whose first

(TOB 5-23-25).
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" “What was expressed in the second chapter

of.Genesis (vv. 23-25) in just a few simple
and essential words, is developed here (in SS)

, “in a full dialogue, or rather in a duet, in which

the groom’s words are interwoven with the
bride’s and they complement each other.



2011-12 REFREE T
<<¥I’Hz>>
(E) Bl tHaCEL R 1550

- “On seeing the woman created by God,
man'’s first words express wonder and
admiration, even more, the sense of
fascination. A similar fascination —which is
wonder and admiration —runs in fuller form
through the verses of the SS.” (TOB 5-23-84)
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“Liturgy is the Church’s ‘celebration of divine

— worship’ (CCC1070). It is ‘a participation in

Christ’s own prayer addressed to the Father

in the Holy Spirit’ (CCC1073)...So, too, is
conjugal life. When lived according to the
‘great mystery’ of God’s designs, even the
marital embrace itself becomes a profound
prayer, a profound longing for God.
€. becomes ‘eucharistic’ as an act of
Wy, RO thanksglvmg
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“If.in the language of St. Augustine, the
Cross can be considered a ‘marriage bed,’
conversely we might also view the marriage
bed as an ‘altar’ upon which spouses offer
their bodies in living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God...
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“For.marital union is meant to be an icon of
our ultimate satisfaction. It’s meant to point
us to Christ...In short, the Christian
revolution transforms sexual union from
something that is worshiped into something
that is worship...
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“God makes himself accessible to spouses
— through their earthly gift of married love, so
that they can communicate with him in a
personal way...’All married life is a gift’ (JPII,
Letter to Families 12). This means every
diaper change, every commute to the
workplace, every birthday card given to one’s.
spouse is part of the every day ‘liturgy’ of
married life.
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“Butjust as the Church’s liturgy reaches its
~ summit in the bodily offering of the Eucharist,
S0.too does the liturgical giving of married
Ilfe become ‘most evident when the spouses
glve themselves to each other in love In that
encounter which makes them one flesh’
(Letter 12)” (HS, pp 128-131).
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“How did the old humanity begin? With the
__hupitials. How will the new humanity begin?
With the nuptials...[Quoting St. Aug]’He came

to'the marriage bed of the Cross, a bed not of
\apleasure, but of pain, united himself with the
. Y woman, and consummated the union forever.
¥4 \"As it were, the blood and water that came
5? fram the side of Christ was the spiritual
semlnal fluid.” And so from these nuptials . =
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V oman there’s your son’ this is the
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