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CCC = Catechism of the Catholic Church
LG = Lumen gentium

DV = Dei verbum, GS = Gaudium et Spes
SN = Special notes

SK = Sze Go Chinese Bible
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1. Paradise = Garden of Eden = Abode of the just (Catholic Commentary on Holy Scripture,
771b).

2. “Such punishments derive their cleansing power from the condition of those who suffer them.
For the souls in purgatory are adorned with charity, by which their wills are conformed to the
divine will; it is owing to this charity that the punishments they suffer avail them for
cleansing. This is why punishment has no cleansing force in those who lack charity, such as
the damned. The defilement of their sin remains forever, and so their punishment endures
forever (St. T. Aquinas, The Compendium of Theology, #182).

3. “Asaresult of original sin, historical man experiences a multiple imperfection in this system
of forces, which is expressed in St. Paul’s well-known words: ‘I see in my members another
law at war with the law of my mind’ (Rom 7:23). Eschatological man will be free from that
opposition. In the resurrection the body will return to perfect unity and harmony with the
spirit...Spiritualization means not only that the spirit will dominate the body, but, I would
say, that it will fully permeate the body...The resurrection will consist in the perfect
participation of all that is physical in man in what is spiritual in him” (JPII, Theology of the
Body, General Audience, Dec 9, 1981).

4. “We have the assurance that the ravenous beasts will not hinder the resurrection of bodies of
which not a single hair of the head will perish. He who is the Truth would not say, ‘Do not
fear those who kill the body, but cannot kill the soul” (Mt. 10:28), if the future life could be
hindered by anything which the foe chose to do with the bodies of the slain...The psalm says,
‘They have set out the mortal parts of they servants as food for the birds of the sky; and the
flesh of they saints as food for the beasts of the earth. They have shed their blood like water
all round Jerusalem, and there was no one to bury them’ (Ps.79:2f). But this was said to
underline the cruelty of the acts, not to stress the misfortune of the sufferers; for although
their sufferings seem harsh and terrible in the eyes of men, yet ‘the death of his saints is
precious in the eyes of God’ (Ps. 115:16)...Such things as a decent funeral and a proper
burial, with its procession of mourners, are a consolation to the living rather than a help to
the departed” (St. Augustine, City of God, 1.12).

Blessed Cardinal John H. Newman’s preparation for death per Dr. Zeno, Capuchin, John
Henry Newman — His Inner Life, p. 235:

“But his spiritual preparations were by far the most intense. He tried to live more than ever in
God’s presence and for God’s honor. He made up his mind to fix his thoughts and love more
steadily ‘on Him who is the true Lover of souls, recollecting the great danger we lie under of
making an idol of the creature, instead of cherishing the intimate conviction that God alone
can be our peace, joy and blessedness.”
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